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During the occupational period in AfghanisUn, a circumspect Iran, another of the 
regions celebrated interiopers ever wary of Soviet military projection, limited its opposition 
to the Soviet invasion of AfghanisUn with the subsidization of two ShiM parties. Today, in 
the post-Soviet period, Iran's foreign policy parallels that of Russia and by extension the 
Central Asian Republics with one notable exception, Turkmenistan. This multi-faceted 
approach is conceived and implemented to frustrate the influence of Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia (a longstanding enemy) in pursuance of the political isolation and military defeat of 
the Taliban. 

It is against this milieu that any comprehensive and/or constructive dialogue vis-a- 
vis Afghanistan must take place. 

DETERMINANTS OF REGIONAL SECURITY: RUSSIA 

The gulf between Russia and Central Asia in the standard indices of power, size, 
population, GNP, and military might are disproportionate* Therefore, neo-imperialist 
policies may result from the combination of Russia's superior power and strength of pro- 
imperial coalitions within Russia's state and society. The likelihood of neo-imperialism will 
be even greater in the future with the ascendant rise to power of ultra-conservative and 
former KGB operative, Vladimir Putin. Not all governing elites in Russia favor such a 
policy; nor is there much enthusiasm among Russian citizens to spend blood and treasure 
in resurrecting the empire. [4] But most of Russia's leaders that have adjusted their 
rhetoric and policies as neo-imperialists have sought to discourage dissenters with 
accusations of malfeasance in asserting Russia's special rights in its strategic periphery. 

Currently in Russia, there are four types of neo-imperialists advocating a forward or 
neo-imperialist policy: those whose preferences are institutional in origin, deriving 
primarily from their positions in national security bureaucracies, principally the armed 
forces and the intelligence and security services; those who have influential positions in 
society (intellectuals, journalists, and political leaders) and whose attitudes toward Russia's 
periphery stem from ideological nostalgia for empire and superpower status; those whose 
outlook on Russia's southern periphery has cultural roots in the so-called Eurasian 
intellectual tradition and those who favor reforms to democratize the polity and marketize 
the economy, but whose strategic orientation emphasizes Russian preeminence in the 
former Soviet Republics. [5] 

Thus, for Russia, the determinants of security concerns suggest four likely scenarios 
for Russian-Central Asian relations that illustrate the interdependence of Russian politics 
and Central Asian stability. Russian capacity is a constant, a background condition in all 
four scenarios. The variables are Russian disposition, which is a function of Russia's 
domestic politics, and the sources of peripheral instability, which provide the opportunity 
for intervention. Thus, Russian neo-imperialism as demonstrated by the presence of 
Russian troops astride the civil war in Tajikistan and Moscow's steadfast support for 
Afghanistan's Northern AUiance is a result of capacity, disposition, and opportunity. 

For Russia, continuation of war and instability in Afghanistan precludes selection 
of Afghanistan as the preeminent site for the long-proposed Trans-Caspian pipeline, an 
economic and strategic windfall in which Moscow amongst others covets. In addition, 
instability on their southern periphery amidst Moscow's propaganda reports that legions of 
Talib extremists may one day descend on their country in cross-border raids, have assured 
a circumspect, yet uneasy alliance and continuation of the CIS security collective and thus 
Russian influence. 
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Afghanistan: The Buzkashi Scenario 



BACKGROUND: 

At the height of the CIA-supported war against the Soviet Army in Afghanistan, a 
noted Afghan intellectual, Sayed Baha'uddin Majrooh, wrote a series of prophetic 
scenarios by which the war might conclude. He envisioned that Afghanistan might be 
annexed, absorbed into the Soviet bloc or perhaps partitioned. But he portrayed his 
favorite prediction as the "^Buzkashi Scenario'' - named for the Afghan game in which men 
on horseback fight over the inflated torso of a calf. Majrooh, who was later assassinated by 
unknown assailants, envisioned an end to the Soviet occupation that would leave the 
various factions to fight over the prostrate carcass of Afghanistan. And so it has come to 
pass. [1] 

In 1991, five new Central Asian states, KazakhsUn, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, rose from the rubble of the Soviet empire. The regions 
economic and security priorities have and will continue to be shaped by the interplay 
between Russia's politics and the degree of Central Asian hegemony and irredentism, the 
emergence of Iran as a dominant regional power, the balance between political 
institutionalization and social mobilization, and the extent of disorder generated by the 
wrenching post-Soviet economic transition. The key questions regarding Russia's politics 
are these: how robust is Russia's democratization? How influential are its pro-imperial 
elites? Will a discredited democracy be supplanted by an ultra-nationalist, authoritarian 
regime? Can the projection of preponderant Russian power continue to be an important 
constant if not enabling condition? Given the election of Vladimir Putin to the presidency 
of Russia, the prospects for a continuation of neo-imperial Russian policy remain a key 
preoccupation. [2] 

For the purpose of this inquiry I have defined neo-imperialism as: infringements on 
a weaker state by a great power through its ability to apply increasing amounts of military, 
economic, and diplomatic power which encompasses but is not limited to shows of force, 
support for insurgents, cross border operations, and outright invasion to shape the external 
orientation and internal order of the weaker state. 

For the past 150 years, central Asia's history has been one of Russian domination, 
first by tsars, then by commissars. By the end of the nineteenth century, the independent 
tribal confederacies and emirates of Central Asia had become part of the tsarist empire. 
The process of incorporation, marked by determined, but ultimately futile resistance, began 
with Russian incursions into the Kazakh lands in the early eighteenth century, reached a 
climax with the conquests of Tashkent (1865), Samarkand (1868), Khiva (1873), Kokand 
(1876), and Turkistan (1881). With the fall of the tsarist regime. Central Asia became a 
battleground among Bolsheviks, nationalist and religious Muslim elites committed to 
independence from Russian governance. During the 1920s and 1930s, the Bolsheviks 
consolidated control over Central Asia with a strategy combining force against the assorted 
bands of resistance that operated throughout the area resisting Bolshevik rule until the 
1930s, the manipulation of rivalries among Central Asian elites, and the appeal of the 
modernizing, egalitarian ethos of Marxism. However, the irreducible reality of Russian 

power and imperialism would ultimately faU during the latter part of the twentieth century 
with their decisive defeat by the mujahideen in Afghanistan. PJ 

In 1991, with the precipitous dissolution of the Soviet Union, a "tournament of 
shadows'' began anew for Afghanistan, as RussU, Iran, and the Central Asian RepubUcs 
embartied on the final chapter of the ^Grcat Game" in an ongoing struggle for economic 
and strategic dominance in the region. 
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We also ask the same from other members of the Security Council and the UN at 
large to reverse the moral and ethical decay of the UN through its misuse by some 
governments. Such misuse is clearly victimizing the innocent in many parts of the world. 

The Russian government of Vladimir Putin, as reported during the past weeks has 
made several threats to attack the Afghan people and soil again, unashamed and 
unabashed by the crimes his people committed against the Afghan people in a decade 
long war. He is harassing and terrorizing the Afghan people. It is clear that Vladimir 
Putin has mastery in providing misinformation about Afghanistan, given his KGB 
background. Putin and his cohorts used deceit, misinformation and terrorist tactics killing 
his own people and blaming it on the Chechens. The evidence from the city of Ryazan 
(Wall Street Journal Europe February 18, 2000 ) among other areas clearly point to diis 
as even the local police would attest to the workings of the Russian Federal Security 
Service that Putin headed until August 1 999. 

We find the behavior of the US representative and others in Washington 
supporting this new conspiracy against the Afghan people shameful and, deplorable. 
The CImton Administration cannot expect to gain anything from this latest negative 
attitude and policy toward the Afghan people. But, if this is intended to please Vladimir 
Putin, all we can say is that there is no doubt the American people will not be amused 
come November, 2000. 

The following strongly condenm anv attempts to impose sanctions on Aft 



ustan. 



M. Siddieq Noorzoy, Ph.D. 
Professor of Economics, Emeritus 

Mohammad Daud Yaar, Ph.D. 
University teacher 
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Mir S. Jalalyar, Ph.D. 
University teacher 

Bruce Richardson, author, 
Afghanistan: Ending the 
Soviet Temtfrl^8 
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I would urge the President on his visit to Pakistan, to please put A%hanistan in the top of his agenda in 
his upcoming discussion with pakistanies oflBcial General Parwiz Musharuf and ISI. Please, warn 
Pakistan to stop immediate their interfering in internal aflfeirs of Afghanistan and let the people of 
Afghanistan determine their rights with " Loya Jerga Estarary" or Urgent Grand Assembly headed by His 
Majesty King Mohammad Zahir shah. "Loya Jerga" or Urgent Grand Assembly is the people will, and 
practical steps toward finding a solution to painful problem of the war-ravaged Afghanistan, providing 
peace and security in the area. I hope America and other '*peace loving" countries of the world to give 
"Loya Jo-ga Estarary" for peace, a serious and immediate attrition. 



Since Afghanistan fi-om the strategic and geopolitical stands among neighbors of east and west, north and 
south is the Cross Road-to to Trade. In order to make the region stable, whether it's the financial market, 
bringing peace and stopping drug traflScking, terrorism and respect of human rights, stabilizing the 
region, we must bring peace in war-torn Afghanistan. Afghanistan shares it's borders with China and 
former Soviet republics, it would be more feasible for Ammca to resolve the matter of Afghanistan rather 
then putting all it's efforts on Pakistan. Pakistan and Iran are trying to bring bade all the fundamentalists 
groups to share powers with Taliban, inorder to suppress and sabotage a democratic govmrnient through 
" Loya Jerga" or Urgent Grand assembly. Pakistan only agreed to bring cosmetic changes in Afghanistan 
by sabotaging the Kings eflForts or the will of the people of Afghanistan. Pakistan and Iran are meddling 
in a place wha-e they don't belong, and will bring nothing to America national inta^. 

Mr. President, my Mother, three of my sisters (educated), their families, relatives and millions Afghans 
are suffering in Pakistan, women and children are begging for food, my heart goes out for them I wish I 
could do something for them, I can't even concentrate with my life here. I urge you again, to please 
give an immediate attention for bringing peace in a war-torn Af^anistan. Amaica should take charge of 
this situaticMi, which - ''Mig over due for the sake of Afghans, world peace and America national interest. 
Looking forward to your pleasant and productive trip. 

Sincerely, ^ ±J ^ f State Department 

/-^ ■ ^i/^' f-^ Congress, Senate 

United Nations 

Fakhria Masom Alefi Feminist Majority 

Voice of Afghans (women) Mass Media 

Afghanistan Consultative Council 



p. O. Box 261 
Pebble Beach, Ca. 93953 

General Secretary Kofi Annan 

United Nations June 7, 2000 

1 UN Plaza, New York, NY 1 00 1 7 



Dear Mr. Secretary Annan: 



It seems that we keep writing to you and to the members of the UN Secretary 
Council about the plight of the Afghan people suffering under long term war conditions 
due to Russian and other foreign interferences, extreme drought conditions that have 
impacted vast areas of the country and the adverse effects of the UN Secretary Council 
sanctions under Resolution 1267, with expectations that positive steps will be taken by 
your office and the UN as a world organization dedicated to world peace and human 
rights. Now we hear and read that the representatives of the Clinton Administration and 
the Putin Administration are busy again conspiring against the safety and security of the 
Afghan people by attempting to impose additional sanctions through the UN. 

If you as a person wish to reverse the legacy of decaying morality and ethics on 
the part of the UN, you must do everything possible to put a stop to this latest conspiracy 
by these two representatives. 
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7) We consider it a moral responsibility of the United States and other freedom loving 
nations to help the Afghan people achieve peace and stability for the purpose of securing 
freedom and democracy in their country. 

8) We warn Russia and its allies about the grave consequences for the regional peace of 
Russian hostility and aggression against the people of Afghanistan. 

9) And finally, for the sake of peace and stability in the region and the world, we ask 
Russian leaders to immediately stop sending arms and ammunitions to the criminal forces 
and the war seeking factions in Afghanistan. 

RUSSIANS SHOULD NEVER FORGET THE SHAMEFUL DEFEAT THEY 

SUFFERED IN AFGHANISTAN. 



San Francisco, California 
June 10, 2000 

Coalition of Afghan Immigrants in California 



'Jo ♦ President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington DC 20500 



March 13,2000 



Fakhria Masom Alefi 
2509 Salerno 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Tele/Fax (949) 760-2548 
E-mail: FMALefi g AOL. Com 
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Honorable President Clinton: 



I would like to first commend you a job well done in the past eight years in oflBce. I appreciate yours and 
Mrs. Hilary Clinton voice, and concern about the woman of Afghanistan. 

On behalf of the silent majority of the people of Afghanistan and "Voice of Afghans" (women), I would 
like to bring to your attention the extreme suffering that is being endured by that land as their human 
rights, and woman rights continue to be violated. Our countrymen and women, who fought courageously 
for freedom and democracy, sacrificed beyond imaginati(»i to defeat those who had invaded their country. 
It's unfortunate that their suffering goes on and that their human rights continue to be severely violated. 

Throughout of the history of Afghanistan women have always been considered the pillars of the family 
and the foundation of society, they have played major rules as decision-makers. In Islam women are 
considered just as important as men for the COTtinuation of human structure, and they have their 
individuality, freedom, responsibilities in the social and economic structure of the society. Unfortunately, 
as we are in the ^Tslew Millennium", the emancipaticMi of wcwnen of Afghanistan is eroding each day. A 
great nation is dying lets do something about them before it's too late. 

1 understand that over the last few years your foreign policy has made vast improvments, I just recently 

became aware of your visit to India and Pakistan. Fm sure that you are a ware of the civil war that rages t 

on in Afghanistan to this date, and it has claimed millions of innocent lives. I understand that the 

situation between India and Pakistan is hot topic with your administration. I feel some light as to be shed 

on the issues effecting Afghanistan, and these issues need to be resolved at the highest level. 



How in the world a President of a country, and the only supopowcr that stands and promotes, 
democracy, women rights and human rights oould go to the country which is against democracy, women 
rights, human rights, and prcxnoCes noroodcs or drugs trafficing, training terrorists. Islamic 
fundamentalists, destabilizes the region and playing dirty politics with US national interests and direatens 
the world peace? 
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JOINT RESOLUTION OF AFGHAN IMMIGRANTS 
ISSUED AT THE PROTEST RALLY HELD AT THE CITY OF SAN 

FRANCISCO 




We, Afghan Immigrants of the State of California, are gathering at the city of San 
Francisco on this day of June 10,2000 to express our strongest protest and outrage against 
the recent Russian threats directed at the peaceful, innocent and suffering people of 
Afghanistan. 

We also gather here to condemn Russia, its leaders and its allies for fanning the flames of 
war and destruction in our native country, Afghanistan. 

As heir to the former Soviet Union, Russia and its past and present leaders, are responsible 
for the innumerable crimes, attrocities, destruction and plunder the Red Army and their 
Afghan lackeys and puppets have committed, and are committing in Afghanistan. Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan in the 1980 cost the Afghan nation over 1.5 million lives and 
led to the destruciton of the Afghan socio-economic life and infrastructure. We demand 
reparation and compensation for the material and non-material losses suffered by the 
people of Afghanistan as a result of Soviet and Russian misdeeds and attrocities that 
started 22 years ago and continues to this date. 

Regarding the current state of the Afghan problem: 

1) We ask the peace loving and righteous people of the world to raise their voice against 
hostility and threats directed at the people of Afghanistan. Under no circumstance, Russia 
and its allies should be allowed to attack or threaten Afghanistan or any other country in 
the region. 

2) We ask the UN Secretary General to stop the Russian interference and mischief in 
Afghanistan. 

3) We ask the Secretary General of the United Nations not to allow Russia to misuse this 
forum for the purpose of inflecting further pain and suffering on the people of 
Afghanistan. 

4) We ask the Security Council to condemn interfering neighbors of Afghanistan for the 
continued interfernce aimed at prolonging factional wars in our native country, and to 
take immediate and effective measures to put a stop to such destructive actions. 

5) We ask the UN to lift the economic sanctions it has unjustifiably and unreasonably 
imposed on Afghansitan. We consider these sanctions as cruel, unjust, self defeating and 
determental to the cause of regional peace and stability. We have no doubt that these 
sanctions are tools of economic wafare used by Russian and other countries to impose their 
will on the people of Afghanistan and thus to deprive them of the right of self 
determination. 

6) We ask the United States Government to respect its obligations and responsibilities as a 
member of the Security Council, hence to explicitly denounce Russia for making threats 
against Afghanistan. 



u 
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That said, I would argue that due to the presence of several hundred undeveloped rare and strategic matenals, 
as well as oil and natural gas reserves in amounts estimated to be equal to or greater than that of the legendary Middle 
East fields, and as the gateway to the vast resources of Caitral Asia, the United Sates could and would benefit with 
significant if not extraordinaiy market opportunities with a conciliatory policy towards Afghanistan. Moreover, a 
friendly Afghanistan could be enlisted as a mitigating force in Kashmir and as a regional hedge to Iranian and Russian 
hegemony with attendant strategic value as weU. 2 

1 

In the view of many, it is in the interest of Russia to maintain the status quo in Afghanistan and is itself the root 3 2 f 
cause behind the ongoing misery of the Afghan people. A continuation of war therefore, is to deny Afghanistan as a ^ J ^ 

viable sight for one of many of the proposed pipeUne routes which Russia covets. (A recent Foreign Ministry y ^ « 

pronouncement that Russia will never allow the flow of oil or gas from the Turkmen fields to flow through other then 2 3 J 
Russian facilities underscores this point.) Accordingly, Moscow continues to provide massive arms consignments to § ^ ^ 
Ahmad Shah Massoud, Russia's "back door" into Afghanistan, as one former KGB agent characterized their > 1 I 

relationship and reiterated to me during an interview. This in turn, assures a continuation of war precluding foreign ? 3 i 

compeUtion and/or investment which Afghanistan so desperately needs and exacerbates cleavages in regional stability I ^ 

and development as well. Those in the Adininistration who see Massoud (an ethriic Tajik) as a major component of ^ f ^ 
some egalitarian and all-inclusive, "broad-based government," ignore Afghan history which demonstrates that the 2 I I 

T aliban as well as past Afghan governments incorporated ethnic minorities in the day-to-day governance and 'm'^E 
administration of the country. Suffice it to say, and as any historian can attest, this "ethnic card" strategy, like the « f a 

terrorist threat, has its origins in Moscow's nineteenth century play-book, where they slaughtered hundreds-of-thousands ^ o f 
of Muslim peoples in their quest to "civilize" Central Asia and the Caucasus and to exorcize the citizens from the J" > i 

depredations of alleged "slave-traders" and "bandits." : 
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The fact that Massoud is considered by the world at large to be in contention for power in Afghanistan requires g J J 

a brief discussion of his legendary military prowess. Many believe that his legend represents media-generated imagery 1 = 2 

and a triumph of symbolism over substance not to mention contrary to the historical record. Recently declassified ^ I 4 
Soviet archival material and other informaUon gleaned from Russian, British, Afghan, Finnish and American sources 

have revealed that Massoud was and is an agent of Russia beginning early in the Jihad period whereupon he pledged to § ;2 § 

protect Soviet lines of supply and communication and where his troops as a combined-arms force, joined with Soviet -ff f 

forces to attack other resistance groups engaged in fighting. As a resuh of his treachery, which include political ,1 "| 1 

assassinations, Massoud has prolonged the agony of Afghanistan and represents a counter to improved stabUity in the i 1 = 

region with lucrative arms, gems, and drug smuggling activity, and as such, can never be acceptable to the Afghan J J -I 

people in any leadership role. By reason of the foregoing, I believe it incumbent upon the United States Govenunent to ^ 

proscribe any and all support for Ahmad Shah Massoud and the Northern Alliance who with their world view and ^ * 



insatiable quest for power represent an impediment to peace and stability in Afghanistan and the region as well. 



S .2 t: 
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Mr Chairman. I have long admired and respected your wisdom in and devotion to matters of the national s ^ § J 

security mterests of the United States. I implore you therefore, during your foreign poUcy briefings, exchanges and 1 = | | 

deliberations, to consider reversing the current U.S./Afghan policy of isolation, sanction, and other punitive measures by * " 
convemng hearings to explore avenues with fellow Members from which to construct or resuscitate just and 
comprehensive dialogue and policy vis-a-vis Afghanistan. In such a case, I would be pleased to recommend a Ust of 
qualified, expatnate Afghans who with their expertise would make constructive and significant contributions to such a u = - 
hearing, many of whom being former educators and government oflicials. This would mitigate any semblance or J J 1 

appearance of partisanship or charges of bias that had surfaced m past hearings to the effect that attendees have not been ^ 
representative of a broad spectrum of interests. 

3 iSs ^^j^ <c;^i fij^ >U-i^l j\> 4^ *ljT 0ij3l u^JuU 
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Mr. Chiinnan, on the matter of Os«ma bin Laden it is my considered opinion based on numerous 
conversations and interviews with Taliban ofQcials that they are as anxious if not more so than the U.S. to bring this 
issue to a speedy but just conclusion. First of all, contrary to public pefcq)tion, the Taliban have made several 
concessions and overtures to the U.S. Government which would mitigate or solve the issue and which have routinely 
been ignored or rejected out of hand. Many Taliban officials have therefore concluded that the U.S. prefers to mamtain 
the issue of '"ternnism'^ where disaster becomes a recipe for instant control in an Administration that continually 
resuscitates its political life through the manufacture of crisis rather than to seek a solution. Based on historical 
precedent the Taliban have offered to transport Osama bin Laden to a neutral or third party country to stand trial. A 
third country venue would insure impartiality, preclude prosecutorial misc<Hiduct and/or a prejudicial atmosphere due 
to sensationalized media coverage. The Taliban approach is based on the history of World War II. At the conclusion of 
the World War, the British had demanded that the Afghans turn over aU German nationals then residing in the country. 
True to their culture and traditions of hospitality, (Pushtunwali), the Afghans escorted those in question back to 
Germany where they came under the jurisdiction of Allied investigators, an act which preserved Afghan culture, 
satisfied the Allies, and brought the matter to a close. The Taliban now reason that this apprx>ach oouM solve the 

seemingly intractable case of Mr. bin Laden where a determination of guilt or irmocence could be more expeditiously 
adjudicated without prejudice or malice aforethought. What is anathema to Afghan cultural tradition and thought, 
however, is the prospect of delivering Mr. bin Laden to the border environs, hands bound, and thrust into the waiting 
arms of U.S. investigators. My contacts have advised that notwithstanding the voluminous U.S. indictment against Mr. 
bin Laden which itself appears predicated on questionable evidence as previously noted, the Taliban assert that they 
have not been privy to any real or hard evidence against Osama bin Laden and that he, unlike most master terrorists, has 
denied any invoWement in the attacks. Certainly one must consider the Dhobar Towers incident which was originally 
credited to Mr. bin Uden and his followers but has now been charged to a dissident Shi'i group by officials of the Saudi 
Government. The U.S. Government maintains that bin Laden is responsible for this act. 

n. Human Rights As one who has traveled extensively throughout many areas of Afghanistan, I find my 
observations are contrary to the popular convictions as espoused by the media and others. Though beset by 22 years of 
warfare, foreign interference, drought, floods, earthquakes, social and economic dislocation, and an eviscerating UN 
sanction imposed under the aegis of Security Council Resolution 1267, the Taliban have nonetheless restored some 
semblance of normalcy in areas under their control. For example, law and order prevails in territory under their control. 
The war lord mentality and attendant bloodshed have been mitigated through the seizure of arms and the imprisonment 
of malefactors and tons of opium have been destroyed. In matters of education, imprx)vements remain rudimentary due 
to the eflects of international sanctions and meager resources, however, women's rights appear to be imprxiving daily 
and are consistent for the most part with pre-communist Afghanistan. Generally speaking, veiling and other cultural 
affinities in Afghanistan, though widely excoriated by feminists and others that view themselves as the moral arbiters of 
the world, have ancient roots in Afghan culture and history. Veiling, for example, emanated fix>m Iran when the 
Qizzilbash tribes emigrated to Afghanistan in the mid-eighteenth century and is not therefore an instrument of Taliban's 
, "gender apartheid" as espoused by certain feminist organizations. Much of the criticism of Taliban emanates bom 
former communists who were "emancipated" by Soviets social scientists bent on the destruction of traditional Afghan 
society and culture. 



It has recently come to Ught that alleged atrocities by the Taliban military units were in fact perpetrated by 
units of the Northern Alliance who soUcited witting U.N. personal to overlook their brutality while condemning Taliban 
for these and other alleged human rights violations. The published U.N. reports regarding atrocities have been 
extreme!) prejudicial against the Taliban as a result of disinformation and the anti-Taliban bias extant within United 
Nations ranks. The inherent bias within the U.N. is manifest in Taliban appeals to the U.N. to invesUgate atrocities 
committed by units of the Northeni Alliance, such as the massacre of 6000 Taliban prisoners of war in Dash-I-Laili, 
and which have been ignored or discounted by United Nations investigators. 

The foregoing reports arc consistent with my research conducted in Kabul in 1 997 which indicated that units of 
the Northern AUiance under the command of Ahmad Shah Massoud, Abdur Rashid Dostum, and Ali Mazari routinely 
raped and mutilated women, looted, summarily executed, terrorized, and forcibly evicted the citizens of Kabul from 
their homes prior to the advent of the Taliban seizing control. These and other atrocities have not been investigated nor 
criticized by United Nations personnel. 

IIL The Importance of Afghanistan Relative to the National Interests of the Uttitad Sates 

Mr. Chairman, it is my firm conviction, again based on convmations with Taliban <dQcials, that Afghanistan 

has as it $ first Older of business improved reUtions with the United Sat« And though they are puzzled with their 

metamorphosis '*fixm hero to lenorist," the U.N. ino^wsed Sanctis 

statements are inargoably iinpacting fte common peopk, 

will never forget America's kindness during the brutal war with the Soviets. 
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A cursoiy ex«miii.Uon of the State Department's recently published report on the threat of global terrorim 
lor example, draws an inconsistrat if not contradictory conclusion. Contrary to public perceptions, most teironst attacks 
do not emanate from the Middle East or South Asia. Of the 169 specifically anU- Amen^ttacks on fore.gn soU m 
1 999, 96 were m Utm America, 30 were in Western Europe and were committed by th«« opposed to the War lu 
Kosovo, nmem the countries of the fonner Soviet Umon^id 16in Africa. Only 11 were in i^Middle East, and just 6 

never Vl. '"T^v ^ '""^ '''^ Furthermore, histo^. demonstrates that S^S, has 

never m its tumultuous history countenanced the export of terrorism, not even during the bnital 10 years wHTSL 
Soviet Umon when they had both the opportunity and justificaUon to do so. years war with the 

During the early years of the Soviet occupational period, I was a participant in the USIAAJSIS "Afghan Media 
STSh'aI r.K"^ ^ of infonnaUon to the West about a war the Soviets wish^.fwde ^ 

^e wor d. And for the past fifteen years, I have been engaged in researeh on Afghanist«, which necessitated num^ 
tips to the region and to the country during the Soviet, and subsequent NajibullS post-Najibullah «k1 TaSrS 
In this capacity, I beheve I have come to know well the Afghan people..«.d therefV™, I cinZmTwiZT.^^ 
the med.a.gener«ted premise that they are terrorists. Nothing could be fiirther fix>m the truth The constant 
mvocation of the Tahban as terrorists and the evil incamate by both the Chnton and Putin Administrations are I believe 

fit,m the Admmistration are m the minds of many Afgh«, histori«,s, inteUectuab, fonner govenmient officiaHS 
fonner m^bers of the mtelligence community, which includes amongst others, mton bLT^^I^ZL 
chiel m Pakistan and Sudan and the agencies point man for weapons distribution during the Soviet/Afghan War (see 

Don t Exaggerate the Teirorist Threat," Wall Street Journal, 1 5 June 2000, is that the case against Afghanistan may 
have been conceived and implemented by the current president to provide (and sustain] media cover and hence 
msdauon from criticism and or prosecution for immoral if not illegal behavior. Furthermore, the constant vilification of 
Afghanistan which cuhmnated with the unilateral cntise missUe attack against Afghan soU on 20 August 1998 was in 
the view of many, a gesture of soUdarity with feminist organizations, (many of whom reportedly raised several millions 
ol doUars m the name of Afghan women but have yet to share the proceeds with those whom they claim to represent) 
HoUywood^pporteis and others who traditionally raise inordinate sums of money for Democratic candidati and who 
have targeted the Tahban for extinction. 

For Russia, raising the specter of terrorism has provided the necessary justification and public support for their 
ruthless campaign agamst the people of Chechnya. The relentiess invocation of the threat of terrorism also !^es 
Moscow s leverage regarding ongoing and fragile CIS security agreements with the fonner Soviet RepubUcs which 
were and are conceived and implemented to ensure Moscow's economic dominance over the vast Central Asian 
marketplace through the manufachire of crisis on their contiguous borders with Afghanistan. Recent, Russian 
aUegations that Chechen fighteis are receiving training and or succor in Afghanistan and that Afghanistan is exporting 
anns to Chechnya has aU the credibility of an Elvis sighting. And to many, this demagogy represents nothing more than 
retribution or sour grapes" on the part of Russia over Taliban recognition of the breakaway Chechen Republic 
Furtheimore Moscow's claims must be seen as ludicrous given the existence of U.N. Resolution 1267 and the fact that 
the Afghans have vuluaUy no trans-regional land and/ or air access or projection due to Moscow's influence in adjoining 
stales, thus the Tabban are denied any and all existing air or overland corridors through which to provide the aUeged 
arms and/or U-oops to the Chechens. 

It is worthy of note that intrepid British journalists, Sebastian Smith and Carlotta Gall have discredited the 
Russian claun that there exists in Chechnya an Afghan presence in their respective and insightful books entitied Allah s 

fTT\ !f 5 f ^ '^'^'^ P"^""''^ recognized news organizations as weU. It is also worthy 

ol note, that the Northern Alliance who oppose the TaUban and are in favor with the cunent U.S. Administration, have 

T^.^ ""^^f "^^"^ '*"^'' N"'^ '^'^ ^""^^ ^ case of Somalia, between 1992- 

1995. AJunad Shah Massoud, militaiy supremo of the Northern Alliance shipped aims to Somalia warlords aboard 
Ajiana Afghan Airline planes from Kabul which were subsequently deployed against American troops In 1 995 
Massoud sold U.S. made stingers to the North Koreans through their embassy in Kabul. 

Russian charges that Chechen extremists had resorted to teirorism. which included kidnaping murder 
extortion and the bombmg that took place in Moscow's Ryazan district, also lacks cunency and have bUn largely 
discredited by journalists and others who's investigations reveal that the atUcks were the unscrtipulous handiwoii of the 
Ri^ian mtcUigaice apparahis. The self-inflicted wounds were conceived and implemented for the purpose of soliciting 
pubbc«vpof1 for the war in Chechnya, to dehumanize the Chechen 
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and politiod manipiilatioii, isolation, and subjugation of the Afghan people as a result of 
forces conceived and implemented by the foreign policy initiatives of Russia and the United 
States. That the people of Afghanistan may realize their God-given right to self- 
determination, the Taliban must reject categorically the notion of a "^broad-based"^ 
government as nothing more than the incorporation of and the implement for American, 
Iranian, and Russian interests. For Afghanistan's future, a Taliban victory over the 
interests of the foreign sponsors as manifest in Majrooh's prophetic ""Buzkashi Scenario"" is 
a must Then and only then, can Afghanistan signal a return to peace, reconstruction, and 
nation building while assuming its rightful place amongst the countries of the region and 
the worid. 

Bruce G. Richardson 



NOTES: 

[1] Afghanistan: Ending the Reign of Soviet Terror, 1996, Maverick Publications, by Bruce 
G. Richardson, p.xvL 

[2 J International Security, Vol 20, No. 1 (Summer 1995), By the President and Fellows of 
Harvard College and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, pp. 149-181. 
[3] The First Book of Demographics for the Republics of the former Soviet Union, 1992, p.3. 
f4J Nevertheless, neo-imperialists have mobilized public opinion as in the recent case of 
Chechnya, for example. 

[5,6] The Geography of Nationalism in Russia and the USSR, by Robert J. Kaiser, Princeton 
University Press, 1994, pp. 154-156. 

[7,8,9 J U.S. Policy of Containment of Iran andlraq. Middle East Policy, Vol 3, No. 1, 1994, 
by Anthony Cordesman, Phoebe Marr, Martin Indyk, and Graham Fuller, pp. U26. 
[10] Afghanistan: Ending the Reign of Soviet Terror, 1996, Maverick Publications, by Bruce 
G. Richardson, pp. 52-58. 

Honorable Jesse Helms ^ 

United States Senate pUn^ [ BRUCE G. RICHARDSON 

Washington, D C. 205 1 0 166 Haverhill Road 

Topsfield, MA 0 1 983- 1 027 

RE: U.SJAfghan Relations 22 June 2000 

Dear Senator Helms: 



I am writing to you, Chainnan of the Senate Foreign Relations Conmiittee, to express my concern and disdain 
over U.S. foreign policy and initiatives vis-a-vis Afghanistan as currently conceived and implemented. It is the 
considered opinion of a majority of Afghan- American intellectuals with whom 1 share a passion for peace in 
Afghanistan that the Administration's Afghan policies are ill-defmed and shaped by artificiahties manifestly political in 
nature rather than in consideration of regional, economic and security determinants, and thus the national interests of the 
United States. 



In consideration of the foregoing please allow me to make three points: 

L The Issue of Terrorism Both President CUnton and Under Secretary of State, Thomas Pickering, have 
referred to Af ghanistan respectively as "the hub of global terrorists", and "as a hotbed of Islamic terrorists." IronicaUy. 
this terminolog) was virtually idenUcal to that used by the Kremlin, lest we forget, who in their previous incaraaUon 
invaded Afghanistan, killed up to two million people, turned nineteen of twenty-five thousand vilUges to rubble with the 
prosecution of a "scorched earth policy", and, paved the way for the current, interminable war while propagating a war 
of propaganda and disinformation labeling the Afghan people as "terrorists." This is not only oooooscionable but 
obscene These allegations, based primarily on disinfomation, innuendo, hearsay, and the dubious veracity of 
incarcerated informants in their attempt to gain favor fixMn U.S. prosecutors is not and cannot be substantiated by the 
facts. However incongnicnt, it would qipcar that flic U.S. and Russia were now un^ 
defeating flie forces of self-determination by the Afghan people. 
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Because Central Asian leaders maintain internal order, retain close .ies with Russia, 
and Uilor their policies with its interests in mind, the likelihood of Russian nco-imperialism 
can be construed as negligible* Even though some Central Asian states will be 
authoritarian, and others more open, this should not effect Russian policy. Although 
Russian democratic reformers do not share the political agenda of Central Asia's 
authoritarian leaders. They see them as known quantities, forces for stability, and 
advocates of close ties with Russia. Whether Central Asian regimes are democratic or 
authoritarian is less significant than whether they are able to maintain a level of stability 
sufficient to allay Russia's fear of turbulent frontiers and whether they pursue policies that 
minimize tensions between the Russian diaspora and ethnic Central Asians. [9] 

With the exception of Turkmenistan, who remains outside of the interdependency of 
the CIS collective security agreement. Central Asian policy manifest in Afghanistan 
remains predictably parallel with that of Moscow. Central Asian leaders currently support 
their co-ethnic brethren incorporated in the anti-Taliban, Northern Alliance in the form of 
finance, troops, armaments, and an operating base in Kulyab,Tajikistan, which has been 
established for Ahmad Shah Massoud under the aegis of Moscow. 

DETERMINANTS OF REGIONAL SECURITY: PAKISTAN 

Of primary importance to Islamabad is the establishment and maintenance of a 
functional, ideological, strategic, and economic relationship with the government in Kabul. 
That relationship is predicated on a disruption of the Tehran-Moscow-Delhi-U.S.-nexus, 
whose foreign policy remains contrary to the interests of Pakistan and the acquisition of an 
overland route through Afghanistan to the Central Asian marketplace. 

Therefore, for reasons of state, as previously quantified, Pakistan, despite 
Washington's beneficent hegemony, draconian measures and overtures, most likely will 
continue to support the Taliban as the single entity with a common idealogy and military 
capability to frustrate the dictates of Pakistan's regional rivals. 

CONCLUSION: 

That the policies of Russia, Iran, and the Central Asian states reflect a common 
preference for the status quo in Afghanistan is without question. Continued warfare, 
partition or outright victory for the foreign sponsored Northern Alliance continues to 
address Iranian and Russian concerns and interests in Afghanistan. [10] At stake, are the 
traditional trade routes to the vast Central Asian marketplace (which in Moscow's view 
falls under their sphere of influence) with an attendant wealth of natural resources 
including oil and gas reserves said to exceed that of the legendary Middle East fields. At 
stake, too, is a Russian preoccupation with dominance over their restive, former empire 
which they see as challenged by increased social mobility and notions of independence 
fueled by Afghanistan's victory over Soviet forces. Add to the mix an American 
predisposition to abandon their former allies as in the case of Afghanistan and Pakistan 
and as underscored by a recent statement by former U.S. Secretary of State, Henry 
Kissinger, **it is better to be America's enemy than America's friend" and to court their 
former enemies as in the case of Russia. Manifest, are the unmistakable ingredients for 
continued instability. 

Recently, the Ointon Administration described AfghanisUn as "^a hotbed of Islamic 
terrorists." Ironically, this terminology was almost identical to that used by the Kremlin. 
The U.S. and Russia were now united in their common objective of drfeating the forces of 
political klam. ^Terrorism" has now become an ugly metaphor for the continued economic 
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DETERMINANTS OF REGIONAL SECURITY: IRAN 



That Iran attaches signiHcant cultural, political and economic importaace to central 
Asia is inarguable. Prior to the Russian conquest of the region Iran was a culturally 
significant influence in Central Asia and the Caucasus. FoUowing the dissolution of the 
former Soviet Union and the attendant emergence of independent states in Central Asia, 
Iran has revived its political and cultural ambitions in these emerging countries. 
Furthermore, Iran believes that given the development of its modem transporution 
system, it should serve as the nexus to the outside worid. Of major concern to Tehran is 
what they view as the American policy towards Iran as one of conUinment 

Central Asia is of critical if not paramount importance for Iran as they believe that 
their relations with Central Asia and the Caucasus wiU provide a vital link to the vast 
marketplace of Central Asia and the Caucasus and thereby frustrate any US plan of 
containment. [6] 

Since the disintegration of the USSR, large reserves of natural gas and oil have been 
discovered in the Caspian Sea and adjoining area. A portion of these oU and gas reserves 
wUI no doubt move through existing pipelines owned by Russia, Tehran wants to buUd a 
network of lines to facUitate the flow of these precious commodities through Iran. Iran 
believes that the Unites States wants to play a major role in the exploitation of Central 
Asian oU and gas. Iran also believes that the US goal is to export the oU and gas through 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Thus, according to Iran, a informal alliance of Saudi Arabia, 
Pakistan, and the United States has emerged which, notwithstanding US posturing on the 
rights of women, international terrorism, and a demonstrated beUicosity towards the 
Taliban, in reality supports both the Taliban's abUity to thwart the overtures of Iran and 
Russia in their insatiable quest for Caspian Sea, oU and gas revenues and for Afghanistan 
as the preferred location for the trans-regional gas and oil pipeline. [7] As a consequence, 
Iran has provided mUitary, flnancial, and diplomatic support for the anti-Taliban, 
Northern Alliance. 

Thus, Iran's policy in Afghanistan mirrors that of Russia, a policy that reflects a 
preference for the status quo, which in their view means that a continuum of warfare 
precludes any consideration for Afghanistan as the site of the proposed trans-regional 
pipeline. And for them, a continuation of political, economic, and strategic dominance in 
the region as well. [8] 



DETERMINANTS OF REGIONAL SECURITY: CENTRAL ASU 

Not surprisingly, Central Asia's present leaders see strategic dependence upon 
Russia as indispensable; the only choice is the form of this dependency. The first option is 
multilateral, based on a collective security system under the aegis of the CIS and led by 
Russia. Kazakhstan has been its leading advocate, and it is favored by Uzbekistan, 
TajikisUn, and Kyrgyzstan as well. Its juridical foundation was laid in May 1992 by the 
coUective security agreement signed at the Tashkent Summit The provision committing 
the signatories to eschew security alignments that harm the interests of their partners is 
particulariy important; its practical consequence is to give Russia a legal basis to monitor 
the security policies of Central Asian states. Russia, after aU, does not need aUies to pose a 
threat to Central Asia as history so deariy teaches us. The multilateral accord is 
supplemented by security treaties between each of these countries and Russia, which 
provide for Russian training and weapons in exchange for access to miliury installations. 
Deference to Russian political, economic, and security interests a the tacit component of 
the agreement which in its construct highly favors Moscow. 
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